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PALM BEACH COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WORKSHOP SUMMARY

Meeting Date: July 9, 2024

Department: Housing & Economic Development
. EXECUTIVE BRIEF

Title: Public Housing Authorities VVoucher Update

Summary: At the June 4, 2024 Board of County Commissioner's meeting, the Board
discussed its desire to receive additional information regarding programs administered by
the PHAs including various types of vouchers, and directed staff to set up a joint meeting
with the various PHAs. Currently in Palm Beach County, there are seven (7) housing
authorities. This includes the Palm Beach County Housing Authority and six (6) city
housing authorities: Belle Glade, Boca Raton, Delray Beach, Riviera Beach, Pahokee, and
West Palm Beach.

Housing Authorities in Florida are governed under Florida Statutes Chapter 421 and are
created by a county or city's governing body. The governing body may adopt a resolution
declaring a need for a housing authority if it is found that there is a shortage of safe or
sanitary dwellings available to persons of low incomes; that those conditions cause a
menace to the health safety and welfare of the residents, or there are blighted areas that
cannot be revitalized. Appointments to city housing authorities are made by the city mayor
with approval of the governing body. Appointments to county housing authorities are made
by the Governor. The area of operation for a city with a population of less than 25,000,
such as Belle Glade and Pahokee, includes the city and extends five miles outside the
territorial boundaries. A city with a population of 25,000 or more, such as Boca Raton,
Delray Beach, Riviera Beach and West Palm Beach, the area of operation extends ten
(10) miles outside the territorial boundaries provided the boundaries do not lie within the
area of operation of another city housing authority or outside the county as demonstrated
in Attachment 1 to the Agenda Item. The area of operation for a county housing authority
shall include all of the county except the portion of the county which lies within the
territorial boundaries of any city. Countywide (HJF)

Background and Policy Issues: Providing affordable housing to very-low, low and
moderate households in Palm Beach County is a critical issue. The County and the
Housing Authorities partnership, along with other stakeholders, is essential to addressing
the need for safe, decent and affordable housing. Housing authorities exercise public and
essential governing functions which include, but are not limited to: the operation of housing
projects providing for construction and reconstruction; distribution of vouchers; leasing or
renting of houses, lands, buildings or facilities in any eligible housing project and within its
area of operation; and investigate housing conditions to determine where slum areas exist
or where there is a shortage of decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accommodations for
persons of low income and make recommendations relating to problems identified.
Funding for programs managed by the housing authorities is primarily provided from the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) including the HUD-Veterans
Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) Vouchers; however, housing authorities in rural areas
may also receive funding from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Attachments:

1. 7 Housing Authorities Matrix

2. 7 Housing Authorities Area of Operation Map
3. 10-year History of County Awards to PHAs
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A.

Il. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact:

Fiscal Years

2024

2025 2026 2027 2028

Capital Expenditures

Operating Costs

External Revenues

Program Income

In-Kind Match (County)

NET FISCAL IMPACT

# ADDITIONAL FTE
POSITIONS (Cumulative)

Is Item Included In Current Budget?

Yes No X

Does this Item include the use of Federal funds? Yes No X

Does this Item include the use of State funds? Yes Nois ) e

Budget Account No.:

Fund

B.

Dept Unit

Object Program Code/Period

Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact:

No fiscal impact

Departmental Fiscal Review:

Valerie Alléyfie, Division Director I
Finance ahd Administrative Services, DHED

lll. REVIEW COMMENTS

OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Development and Control Comments:

OFMB

Legal Sufficiency:

Assistant County Attorney

Other Department Review:

Department Director

Contract Development and Control

(THIS SUMMARY IS NOT TO BE USED AS A BASIS FOR PAYMENT)
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